Spitz nevi arising in speckled lentiginous nevus: clinical, histologic, and molecular evaluation of two cases.
Spitz nevi are small dome-shaped nodules that sometimes arise in areas of preexisting hyperpigmentation, such as a speckled lentiginous nevus (nevus spilus), where they present a diagnostic dilemma. We report clinical, histopathological, and molecular findings of two cases of multiple Spitz nevi arising in a speckled lentiginous nevus. We used immunohistochemistry to assess expression of Ki-67, epidermal growth factor receptor, vascular endothelial growth factor, and RelA in two cases of Spitz nevi arising in a speckled lentiginous nevus. We observed rare staining for the proliferative marker Ki-67, but positive staining for the growth and antiapoptotic factors epidermal growth factor receptor, vascular endothelial growth factor, and RelA. Characterization of the molecular phenotype of Spitz nevi arising in speckled lentiginous nevi may provide a useful adjunct to long-term monitoring in this rare but difficult clinical presentation.